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Address delivered by the Honorable John E. Fogarty, iiember of Congress,
~ 2d Rhode Tsland District, at the American Federation of Labor, Rhode Island
State Convention, on Sunday, May 16, 1943, at the Narragansett Hotel in

I am always glad to be with a gathering of union men and women, and I am
particularly happy to be attending our convention today, because it is my considered
opinion that labor in America is today facing its darkest houwr. During the past fifty
years lLabor has made steady progress until today a man who works for a living is a
recognized partner in the Nation's industrial and economie life. That has always been

the goal of trade unionism because the early ploneers in the trade union movement

recognized that once such recognition had been won - men and women who do America's
hard work could be sure of providing themselves and children with proper living
There have been many obstacles Labor's path, throughout the years.

The trail up the hill to Social Justice J
Blood has been shed along that trail,

a amooth highway by any means.
marked by the broken hearts and broken

& and the blackjack in the hands of the
company thugs. There were the days of the machine guns mounted at the mill gate and on
the mill roofs. There were the injunctions and the flying squads to treak up meetings
in churches and in homes.

But then came the Norris-laGusrdia Act - the wWagner Act - and other acts of
recognition that after all workingmen and women were truly Americans and as such were
entitled to the safety that is afforded by the laws of this Republic., Men walked a
little more erect with this recognition. Trade-unionists became a little less furtive
and soon there was an extra loaf of bread on the table, and the mother of the family had
an extra pair of shoes for Church on Sunday. Labor felt it had arrived in this great
Republic and it sald to the Country = = we are partmers in the life of Anerica and we



























